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SUBJECT: WIDEMAN CASE 

REE: MANILA 3491 

TODAY'S (MARCH 14) WIDEMAN HEARING UNEVENTEUL. HEARING WAS 
SCHEDULED TO DISCUSS BENEDICTO CHARGES, BUT SINCE BENEDICTO IS 
OUT OF COUNTRY, THIS PHASE POSTPONED INDEFINITELY UNTIL HIS 
RETURN. PROSECUTION SUBMITTED MORE NEWSPAPER ARTICLES IN SUPPORT OF 
CONTENTION THAT WIDEMAN INDULGED IN RUMOR-MONGERING AND 
SIMILAR ACTIVITIES. THERE WERE NO WITNESSES. DEEENSE 
ATTORNEY SALONGA MADE RATHER OBVIOUS POINT THAT GOVERNMENT 
APPARENTLY SEEKING TO MAKE CLEAR THAT FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS 
ARE NOT ALLOWED TO CRITICIZE GOP. HEARINGS ADJOURNED UNTIL 
MARCH 22. 
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